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Business Development Minutes
October 4, 2024

Attendance: Fran Kuhn, Max Slusher, Alan Beatty, Jon Schleifer, Jan McAlister, Jim Drew, Erik
Ditizio, Michael Chait, Cynthia Torres, Gabreil Penate, Paul McClellan, Fred Green, Samuel Wear

Absent: Steven Stokes, Sherwood Taylor, Joe Calio

The meeting began with the roll call of members, introducing a new member Fred Green from
the plumber and pipe fitters union. Mr. Kuhn requested a motion to accept the minutes, motion
by Jon S. second by J. McAlister. The minutes from March and May meeting were moved,
accepted and one abstention, E. Ditizio, motion passes for all three meetings.

The Chairman Mr. Slusher reported we should move scheduling to one meeting per quarter .
Activity has slowed down a bit. The Exzavior site has a developer interested and will be working
with the FAA. The racetrack project has attracted a new developer. Online gaming is looking to
put in a production in Atlantic City across from Angelos. They are looking to build a three-story
production is pending. They are all moving in the right direction.

Unemployment rate 6.8 % with 8,700 people receiving unemployment. Mr. Chait has met with
the casino industry to discuss the increase in cost. The larger artist are playing more stadiums
instead of beaches based on discussions with Live-Nations. Other than ticket sales revenue is
drive from food and beverages something you just can monitor on the beach. Mr. Kuhn inquired
about the jobs in Atlantic County. A. Beatty confirmed not doing bad, but the nursing positions
are still low. J. Schleifer stated FAA is the leading employer and still looking, and notes it is hard to
hirer. They will hirer with just a high school diploma but includes a lot of qualifiers. J. Schiefer will
send STEM ambassadors to reach out to the community for presentations. Mr. Kuhn asked if we
could market the air traffic controller training opportunity. J. McAllister can send material to the
community partners.

Apprenticeship information shared included upcoming application process. Mr. Kuhn will stay in
contact with the state and funding opportunities.

Access to transportation remains a problem for the unemployed. The committee discussed
exploring providing transportation assistance for apprentices to access work sites.



AtlantiCare update provided by J. Schiefer. He reported that staff go out to the high schools to
meet students that are not going to college, or vocational school. The requirement is that they
have to receive their GED’s. To date they have over 100 students that are moving from student
directly into employment. This is one of the efforts from the second largest employer in Atlantic
County.

J. Drew mentioned the Clean Slate legislation and its impact on hiring individuals with criminal
records. S. Ware agreed that employers have a challenge on the application, but they could pose
a question during in person interviews.

Anchors update included the next meeting on November 15 at Stockton’s Atlantic City campus.

Mr. Kuhn concluded the meeting with information on the HVAC waiver process and how the
ACWDB will be making a request to the state to add this occupation to the in-demand list.

The Chair requested a motion to adjourn motion by J. Drew second E. Ditizio motion passes.
Meeting concluded at 10:00am.

Next meeting February 7th 2025

Respectfully submitted,
Sherrise A. Moten

Contract Administrator/ Board Liaison



