
 

 

ATLANTIC COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Stillwater Building 

201 Shore Road, Northfield, New Jersey 08225 

and via Microsoft Teams Video Conferencing  

~ ~  ~ 

Minutes of Meeting 

December 2, 2025            

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

A regular meeting of the Atlantic County Board of County 

Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Richard Dase at 

4:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, on the above-mentioned date, 

in the Stillwater Building located at 201 Shore Road, Northfield, 

NJ and via Microsoft Teams video conferencing. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING 

STATEMENT 

 

Statement of Open Public Meeting Compliance:  Pursuant to the 

Open Public Meetings Act, Chairman Dase announced that 

adequate notice of this meeting, as required by said Act, has been 

published in The Press of Atlantic City and mailed to The 

Hammonton Gazette; posted on the bulletin boards at 1333 

Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic City, the Stillwater Building, 201 Shore 

Road, Northfield and the County Clerk’s Office in Mays Landing. 

 

PRAYER, MOMENT OF SILENCE 

AND FLAG SALUTE  

 

Commissioner Gatto offered the prayer followed by the flag 

salute led by Chairman Dase. A moment of silence was held for 

Human Resources Director Liz D’Ancona’s husband Hernan J. 

Garces-Torres. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

 

The following roll call was recorded:  PRESENT:  Bertino, 

Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, Ruffu (arrived at 4:08 

p.m.) and Dase.  ABSENT: None. 

 

A quorum was present.  

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

November 18, 2025 

 

Commissioner Parker moved and Commissioner Kern seconded a 

motion to adopt and dispense with the reading of the November 

18, 2025 minutes.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Kern, Parker, Risley and 

Dase.   NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINED:  Gatto.  ABSENT:  Ruffu. 

 

PRESENTATION Atlantic County Utilities Authority (ACUA) 2025 Budget by 

Matthew DeNafo, President. 

 

PRESENTATION Regional Jail update by Carter, Goble, Lee. 

 

County Executive Dennis Levinson provided an opening 

statement regarding the County joining Camden and Cumberland 

Counties.  

 

Chairman Dase opened the meeting to the public at 5:42 p.m. 

 

Hammonton Mayor-elect Steven Furgione expressed his concerns 

with the location of the center and is not pleased to hear these 

inmates will be transported through town. He requested a 

presentation in Hammonton for the residents.    

 

Liz Capoferri, resident of Winslow Township, stated concerns 

with taxes and the employment and pension status of correctional 

officers employed by Atlantic County. She also asked about the 

current patients at Ancora.   

 

Chairman Dase closed the meeting to the public at 5:53 p.m. 

 



 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 5 

FINAL READING 

Ordinance amending the code of 

the County of Atlantic pertaining 

to Land Development Standards, 

Part II, General Legislation, 

Chapter 86-201 and Article XI, 

Section 4-64.10 Subpart M(3)(a) 

regarding the composition of the 

Development Review Committee of 

the County of Atlantic 

 

Commissioner Kern moved and Commissioner Risley seconded a 

motion to adopt on final reading Ordinance No. 5-2025, an 

ordinance amending the code of the County of Atlantic pertaining 

to Land Development Standards, Part II, General Legislation, 

Chapter 86-201 and Article XI, Section 4-64.10 Subpart M(3)(a) 

regarding the composition of the Development Review 

Committee of the County of Atlantic. 

 

Chairman Dase opened the public hearing for comments at 5:54 

p.m.  There being no public comments, the meeting was closed to 

the public at 5:54 p.m. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 6 

FIRST READING  

Ordinance regulating the towing 

and storage of motor vehicles – 

revising and replacing Atlantic 

County Ordinance Number 3 – 

2014 pertaining to Section 126-7 of 

the County Code 

 

WITHDRAWN (12-2-25): Ordinance regulating the towing and 

storage of motor vehicles – revising and replacing Atlantic 

County Ordinance Number 3 – 2014 pertaining to Section 126-7 

of the County Code.  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 7 

FIRST READING 

Ordinance amending County Code 

Chapter 97 entitled Parks 

concerning John F. Gaffney Green 

Tree Golf Course 

 

 

Commissioner Kern moved and Commissioner Bertino seconded 

a motion to introduce on first reading Ordinance No. 7-2025, an 

ordinance amending County Code Chapter 97 entitled Parks 

concerning John F. Gaffney Green Tree Golf Course. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.   

 

MOTION TO COMBINE AND 

ADOPT RESOLUTION NOS. 645 

AND 646 

Commissioner Parker moved and Commissioner Kern seconded a 

motion to combine and adopt Resolution Nos. 645 and 646.  

 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 645 

Amending Resolution No. 400 (8-

12-25), a grant for the 2025 Social 

Services for the Homeless  

 

Amending Resolution No. 400 adopted on August 12, 2025, a 

grant from the State of New Jersey, Department of Human 

Services for the 2025 Social Services for the Homeless grant for a 

net increase of $20,000.00 and a total program amount not to 

exceed $837,800.00 for the period commencing January 1, 2025 

and terminating December 31, 2025.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 646 

Grant application for the FY’26 

Local Bridge Fund Program for up 

to five bridge projects 

 

Grant application with the New Jersey Department of 

Transportation for the FY’26 Local Bridge Fund Program for up 

to five bridge projects for an amount not to exceed 

$2,231,946.00.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 647 

Amending Resolution No. 533 (10-

7-25), a grant for the Sexual 

Assault Response Team/Forensic 

Nurse Examiner Program  

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Kern seconded a 

motion amending Resolution No. 533 adopted on October 7, 

2025, a grant from the New Jersey Department of Law and Public 

Safety for the Sexual Assault Response Team/Forensic Nurse 

Examiner Program to increase the County in-kind match for a net 

increase of $2,352.00 and a total program amount not to exceed  

$246,355.00 for the period commencing October 1, 2025 and 

terminating September 30, 2026.  

  

 



 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, Ruffu 

and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINED:  Days. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 648 

Professional services agreement  

for library goods and services 

  

 

 

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Kern seconded a 

motion authorizing a professional services agreement with 

various vendors for library goods and services for the total sum 

not to exceed $690,000.00 during the period commencing 

January 1, 2026 and terminating December 31, 2026. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.   

 

MOTION TO COMBINE AND 

ADOPT RESOLUTION NOS. 649 

TO 651 

 

Commissioner Byrnes moved and Commissioner Ruffu seconded 

a motion to combine and adopt Resolution Nos. 649 to 651. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 649 

Renewal competitive contracts for 

the provision of homecare services 

under the Division of Welfare and 

State Respite grant programs 

 

Renewal competitive contracts with various vendors for the 

provision of homecare services under the Division of Welfare and 

State Respite grant programs for an amount not to exceed 

$395,000.00 for the term commencing January 1, 2026 and 

terminating December 31, 2026.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 650 

Renewal competitive contract for 

the provision of medical and health 

care services to inmates of the 

Atlantic County Justice Facility 

and Harborfields Juvenile 

Detention Center 

 

Renewal competitive contract with CFG Health Systems, LLC for 

the provision of medical and health care services to inmates of the 

Atlantic County Justice Facility and Harborfields Juvenile 

Detention Center for a total amount not to exceed $9,119,149.62 

for the term commencing January 1, 2026 and terminating 

December 31, 2026.  

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 651 

Renewal competitive contract for 

the provision of cleaning services at 

the County libraries and Cronin 

Dental Center 

 

 

Renewal competitive contract with Abel’s Cleaning Agency, 

LLC for the provision of cleaning services at the County libraries 

and Cronin Dental Center in an amount not to exceed 

$132,480.00 for the term commencing February 1, 2026 and 

terminating January 31, 2027. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 652 

Bid contract to provide a Fire 

Training Rooftop Unit 

  

 

 

Commissioner Kern moved and Commissioner Risley seconded a 

motion authorizing a bid contract with the New Jersey Fire 

Equipment Company to provide a Fire Training Rooftop Unit for 

a total sum not to exceed $78,500.00 for the period commencing 

from notice of award and terminating December 31, 2026.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  

 

MOTION TO COMBINE AND 

ADOPT RESOLUTION NOS. 653 

AND 654 

 

Commissioner Ruffu moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion to combine and adopt Resolution Nos. 653 and 654. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 653 

Change order contract for the 2023 

County Aid Highway Improvement 

Program on various County roads  

 

 

 

Change order no. 3, a contract with Arawak Paving Company, 

Inc. for the 2023 County Aid Highway Improvement Program on 

various County roads for a net decrease of $22,518.88 and a total 

amendatory amount not to exceed $3,226,781.12 for the period 

commencing December 28, 2023 and extending the termination 

date until October 30, 2025.  

 
 



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 654 

Amending resolution No. 434 (8-12-

25), an emergency agreement for 

the repair of the Dorset Avenue 

Bridge Programmable Logic 

Controller System 

 

Amending resolution No. 434 adopted on August 12, 2025, an 

emergency agreement with South State, Inc. for the repair of the 

Dorset Avenue Bridge Programmable Logic Controller System 

for a net increase of $283,025.00 and a total amendatory amount 

not to exceed $358,025.00 for the period commencing from 

notice of award and terminating December 31, 2025. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  

 
MOTION TO COMBINE AND 

ADOPT RESOLUTION NOS. 655 

TO 657 

 

Commissioner Kern moved and Commissioner Ruffu seconded a 

motion to combine and adopt Resolution Nos. 655 to 657.  

 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 655 

Acceptance of deeds/easements in 

accordance with Atlantic County 

Planning Standards 

 

Acceptance of deeds/easements from various grantors in 

accordance with Atlantic County Planning Standards.  

RESOLUTION NO. 656 

Alternate method contract to 

provide aerial photography of 

Atlantic County 

 

Alternate method contract with Eagleview to provide aerial 

photography of Atlantic County for an amount not to exceed 

$431,070.00 for the period commencing January 1, 2026 and 

terminating December 31, 2030.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 657 

Alternate method contract to 

provide administrative and/or 

special project coordination with 

Administration 

 

Alternate method contract with South Jersey Consultants, LLC to 

provide administrative and/or special project coordination with 

Administration for an amount not to exceed $91,936.00 for the 

period commencing January 1, 2026 and terminating December 

31, 2026.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  

 

MOTION TO COMBINE AND 

ADOPT RESOLUTION NOS. 658 

TO 661 AND 663 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Bertino seconded 

a motion to combine and adopt Resolution Nos. 658 to 661 and 

663.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 658 

CHAPTER 159 

Insert into the budget of the year 2025 the sum of $413,692.00 

from the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety, State 

Community Partnership -Program Services 2025. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 659 

CHAPTER 159 

 

 

Insert into the budget of the year 2025 the sum of $90,000.00 

from the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety, State 

Community Partnership- Program Management 2025. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 660 

CHAPTER 159 

 

Insert into the budget of the year 2025 the sum of $151,144.00 

from the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety, 

Family Court 2025. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 661 

CHAPTER 159 

Insert into the budget of the year 2025 the sum of $32,399.47 

from the State of New Jersey, Department of Human Services, 

Division of Family Development, IV-D Law 24-25. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 662* 

CHAPTER 159 

 
 

 

Moved to bottom. Commissioner Byrnes moved and 

Commissioner Gatto seconded a motion to insert into the budget 

of the year 2025 the sum of $115,000.00 from the Wellbeing & 

Equity Innovations, Community Based Violence Interruption 

Program 2025. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, Ruffu 

and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINED:  Days.  



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 663 

CHAPTER 159 

Insert into the budget of the year 2025 the sum of $8,012.41 from 

the BrownGreer, Settlement Fund Administrator, Opioid 

Settlement Account 2022. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 662* 

CHAPTER 159 

 
 

 

Commissioner Byrnes moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded 

a motion to insert into the budget of the year 2025 the sum of 

$115,000.00 from the Wellbeing & Equity Innovations, 

Community Based Violence Interruption Program 2025. 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, Ruffu 

and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  ABSTAINED:  Days.  

 

MOTION TO COMBINE AND 

ADOPT RESOLUTION NOS. 664 

TO 669 

Commissioner Byrnes moved and Commissioner Bertino 

seconded a motion to combine and adopt Resolution Nos. 664 to 

669.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 664  

Appointment to the Atlantic 

County Mental Health Advisory 

Board  

 

Appointment of Dr. Deborah Brown to the Atlantic County 

Mental Health Advisory Board for a term to expire on July 1, 

2029.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 665 

Appointment to the Solid Waste 

Advisory Council and amending 

Resolution No. 638 (11-18-25)  

 

Appointment of Elizabeth Terenik to the Solid Waste Advisory 

Council for a term to expire on January 1, 2029 and amending 

Resolution No. 638 adopted on November 18, 2025, to correct the 

term expiration date to January 1, 2029.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 666 

Appointment to the Atlantic 

County Workforce Development 

Board 

 

Appointment of Shawn Marie Malave to the Atlantic County 

Workforce Development Board for a term to expire on June 30, 

2029. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 667 

Appointment to the Atlantic 

County Advisory Commission on 

Women  

 

Appointment of Jessica L. Budrock to the Atlantic County 

Advisory Commission on Women for a term to expire on 

February 28, 2029. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 668 

Appointment of Clerk of the 

Atlantic County Board of County 

Commissioners  

 

Appointment of Tara Silipena as Clerk of the Atlantic County 

Board of County Commissioners for a three-year term, effective 

January 1, 2026.   

  

RESOLUTION NO. 669 

Reappointments to the Atlantic 

County Veterans Advisory Board 

 

 

Reappointment of Michael E. Bongiorno, Michael C. Bibb, 

Gloria M. Bolton and Douglas Satterfield to the Atlantic County 

Veterans Advisory Board for a term to expire on January 1, 2029.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 670 

Resolution setting the date, time 

and place of the annual 

reorganization meeting of the 

Atlantic County Board of County 

Commissioners 

 

Commissioner Bertino moved and Commissioner Risley 

seconded a motion authorizing a resolution setting the date, time 

and place of the annual reorganization meeting of the Atlantic 

County Board of County Commissioners.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  

 

*Not in numerical order  



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 671 

Resolution supporting the National 

Dam Safety Program Amendment 

Bill (Sponsor: Amy L. Gatto) 

 

 

 

Commissioner Gatto moved and Commissioner Byrnes seconded 

a motion authorizing a resolution supporting the National Dam 

Safety Program Amendment Bill (Sponsor: Amy L. Gatto). 

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

AND PETITIONS 

 

Written communications and petitions were received by this 

office from November 19, 2025 through December 2, 2025.      

REPORTS OF SPECIAL 

COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD 

 

Commissioner Gatto and Commissioner Parker discussed the 

ongoing work with the AI/Technology Committee.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

There was no unfinished business.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Commissioner Risley attended the Centralized Fire/EMS 

Dispatch and 911 Call Center meeting held at the Canale Training 

Center.  He was pleased with the turnout and the informative data 

discussed.  Commissioner Risley emphasized the importance of 

centralized dispatch for the safety of the community. 

 

Commissioner Kern mentioned the Absecon’s Homeless Task 

Force meeting and how Atlantic County can assist with providing 

the homeless community with IDs.  A follow-up meeting will be 

held in December.  Commissioner Gatto and Commissioner 

Byrnes responded. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS Chairman Dase opened the meeting to the public at 6:08 p.m. 

 

Melanie Griffin, resident of Pleasantville, Atlantic County 

employee and President of Local 2302, is concerned with safety 

at 1333 Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic City and 2 South Main Street, 

Pleasantville. She is requesting adding metal detectors at both 

locations. 

 

Kara Martire, resident of Pleasantville and Atlantic County 

employee, expressed similar concerns about safety and requested 

the security staff be reevaluated.   

 

Yolanda Lawson, resident of Laurel Springs, represents the 

members of Local 2302, also expressed her concerns about safety 

in the County Office Building.   

 

MOTION TO REQUEST 

COUNTY PROVIDE 

WANDS/METAL DETECTORS 

AND AUDIT OF CURRENT 

SECURITY SERVICES 

 

Commissioner Days moved and Commissioner Gatto seconded a 

motion to request the County to provide wands/metal detectors 

with the appropriate number of guards and an audit of current 

security services.  

 

The above-mentioned motion was adopted by the following roll 

call:  AYES:  Bertino, Byrnes, Days, Gatto, Kern, Parker, Risley, 

Ruffu and Dase.   NAYS:  None.  

  

 Marquerite Burgess, employee of Atlantic County, voiced her 

experience when dealing with administration.  She is asking for 

consideration and respect when addressing her concerns.  

 

There being no public comments, Chairman Dase closed the 

public portion at 6:32 p.m. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

           

Submitted by, 

 

 

 

Tara Silipena    

 Clerk of the Board 

GOOD OF THE ORDER There were no comments for the good of the order.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

 

Chairman Dase entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Commissioner Ruffu moved and Commissioner Byrnes seconded 

a motion to adjourn the Commissioners’ meeting. The motion 

was unanimously passed. The meeting was adjourned at 6:32 

p.m. 

 


