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2 South Main Street 2nd Floor Pleasantville, NJ 08232
Telephone: 609.485.0052	Fax: 609.485.0067

Literacy Committee Meeting
October 7, 2025 @ 9:30 AM 
Hybrid (Webex Video Call & In Person)

MINUTES  (revised 2/27/26)

I. Welcome/Remarks/Introductions - Nandini Singh, Chair 

II. Roll Call/Approval of Minutes

Attendees:   Nandini Singh, Chair, Barbara Kozek, Cynthia Torres, Donna Plemons, Fran Kuhn, Gemma Freeman, Ebony Jackson, Tish Calvarese, Justin Clark, Minnett Santiago, Natalie Cohen, Aubrey Hiers, Alicia Oatman, Karen McCormick, Paul McClellan, Tish Calvarese  

Absent: Elaine Hawkes, L. McCallister, Matt DiBiela, Phil Geunther, Jacqueline Silver-Morillo, Dr. Gaba and Sherwood Taylor.  
Nandini called for a motion to approve the minutes; motion Natalie Cohen, second, Barbara Kozek. I am happy to introduce our new Operator, Ebony Jackson from Grant Associates. Let us introduce ourselves, our role and organization.  

III. Updates

The meeting addressed funding uncertainties for literacy programs, highlighting recent allocations, shifts in departmental oversight, and the importance of linking services to job readiness.
· Funding for literacy programs faces uncertainty due to late allocations and potential federal reauthorization issues.
· Literacy New Jersey received $95,000, while Cape May Tech received $245,000 which is approximately $10,000 more than last year
· Atlantic County received $564,000 in funding, slightly higher than last year.
· State funding of $225,000 is not guaranteed beyond this year.
· The adult literacy unit moves from the Department of Education to the Department of Labor.
· Local efforts should focus on connecting with customers amidst funding uncertainties.
· Increased enrollment in GED programs shows a positive trend despite challenges with attendance policies.
· Eligibility for services hinges on proper documentation and connections to employment opportunities.
· Literacy services must ultimately link to job readiness to qualify for Title I am funding.
 
· Literacy Report - 2024-2025 GED HS Equivalency test, 2025 CASA and Learning Link 2024,2025 prepared/presented by Natalie Cohen  (see attachment) 

IV. Follow Up Items:
a. Ensure that eligibility requirements are clarified and communicated during the educational prep on eligibility with Career Services.
b. Follow up with Kendra regarding the policy and reporting systems for literacy funding.
c. Send the updated referral form on letterhead to the relevant parties for use.
d. Connect Aubrey Hiers to the Atlantic City Free Public Library.

IV. Adjournment:   Do we have a motion to adjourn, Motion, Paul McClellan, second Natlie Cohen.  Thank you all and a wonderful holiday.  The next meeting of the Committee is February 17th @ 9:30. 
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