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JOHN W. RISLEY, JR.

Chairman
Term Expires 2026

COMMISSIONER-AT-LARGE

AD HOC COMMITTEES
(Chairman Ex-Officio to all Committees)
Chairperson

Budget and Finance, Jail

Member
Shared Services, Solid Waste Oversight

ADVISORY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS

Atlantic Cape Community College Board of School Estimates, Atlantic
County Institute of Technology and Special Services School District Board of
School Estimates, New Jersey Association of Counties, South Jersey
Economic Development District (SJEDD), Planning Advisory Board
(Alternate), South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO),
Workforce Investment Board (Alternate)

BIOGRAPHY

John Risley was re-elected Commissioner-at-Large in November 2023
and served as Vice Chairman in 2014, 2017, 2020, 2021, 2022 and as
Chairman to the Board in 2023. He previously served on the Board of
Freeholders from 1995 to 2004. Commissioner Risley has devoted a
lifetime of public service as a past president of the Mainland Regional
Board of Education, a Linwood City Councilman, former President of
Somers Point City Council and most recently, past Deputy Mayor for
Egg Harbor Township. John is the owner and President of L. O.
Thomas and Company, Inc. a FINRA/SIPC member investment firm
founded in 1929. He has been guiding clients with investment advice
for over 45 years. John is a member of M. B. Taylor Lodge in
Hammonton and a Past Master of Keystone Lodge in Linwood. John
resides in Egg Harbor Township with his wife, Dawn and children
Ashley, John, III and Harold and proud grandparents to Steven, Jr.
Tyler and Lilith.
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ANDREW W. PARKER, III

Vice Chairman
Term Expires 2026

COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 3

Egg Harbor Township Districts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7,8,9,11,12,17, 18, 19, 20, 21 & 22, Hamilton
Township Districts 4, 7, 8,9, 10, 11 & 13

AD HOC COMMITTEES
Chairperson

Al/Technology, Education and Schools,
Human Services

Member
County Code Review, Jail, Parks and Environment, Shared Services,
Solid Waste Oversight, Tourism/Economic Development

ADVISORY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS

Atlantic Cape Community College Board of School Estimates, Atlantic County
Institute of Technology and Special Services School District Board of School
Estimates, Central Municipal Court of Atlantic County Personnel, Planning
Advisory Board, Workforce Investment Board

BIOGRAPHY

Andrew W. Parker III serves as Vice Chairman of the Atlantic County
Board of County Commissioners and is Chair of the Education and
Schools Committee and the Human Services Committee. He is also the
creator and Chair of the Atlantic County Al/Technology Committee.
Born in Atlantic City and raised in Egg Harbor Township,
Commissioner Parker is a product of Atlantic County public schools
and a lifelong educator. He currently teaches in the Atlantic City
School District and serves as Grievance Chair of the Atlantic City
Education Association, handling all district grievances. He has served
multiple terms as a delegate to the National Education Association
Representative Assembly.

Commissioner Parker earned a Master of Science in Science Education
from Walden University, graduating summa cum laude, and an
Education Specialist (ED.S.) degree from Seton Hall University, also
summa cum laude. He is currently a doctoral candidate in Educational
Leadership, Management and Policy at Seton Hall University.

First elected to county office in 2020, Commissioner Parker is
committed to advancing education, human services, responsible
innovation and community-driven economic development.
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JAMES A. BERTINO
Term Expires 2027

COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 5
Buena Borough, Buena Vista Township,
Corbin City, Egg Harbor City, Estell Manor,
Folsom, Hamilton Township

Districts 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 & 12, Hammonton,
Mullica Township and Weymouth

AD HOC COMMITTEES

Chairperson

Pinelands Review, Roads, Bridges and Dams,
Solid Waste Oversight

Member
Budget and Finance, County Code Review, Jail, Shared Services

ADVISORY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS
Agriculture Development Board, Atlantic County Utilities Authority (ACUA),
Solid Waste Advisory Council (SWAC)

BIOGRAPHY

Commissioner James "Jimmy" Bertino was appointed Fifth District
Commissioner in January 2011. Commissioner Bertino served as a
Hammonton Councilman from 1997 to 2011 and Deputy Mayor. In
2000, Jim was honored with the American Hometown Leadership
Award. He is currently a member of the NJ Farm Bureau, Hammonton
Historical Society and Knights of Columbus. He serves on the Board of
Trustees of the Oak Grove Cemetery and the Board of Directors of the
Hammonton Recreation Club, Inc. Jim is a lifelong resident of
Hammonton where he resides with his wife, Hope. They are the parents
of three children, Jackie, Jimmy, Jr. and Michelle.
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JUNE BYRNES
Term Expires 2026

COMMISSIONER-AT-LARGE

AD HOC COMMITTEES

Chairperson

Homeless, Parks and Environment, Veterans
Affairs

Member
Human Services

ADVISORY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS
Advisory Commission on Women, Library Advisory Commission, New Jersey
Association of Counties (Second Alternate), Senior Citizens Advisory Board,
Veterans Advisory Board

BIOGRAPHY

June Byrmnes, a lifelong Atlantic County resident, began public service as a Linwood City Council
Representative from 2019 until winning her seat as County Commissioner-at-Large. Two of those
years she performed the duties of Pro Tempore to the City Council President and currently holds
an elected seat on Linwood’s Republican County Committee. She strongly believes in community
engagement. Prior, she was appointed to the Zoning Board of Adjustment, volunteered on several
school leadership teams, and was a member of the Board of Directors for Court Appointed Special
Advocates “CASA”. In 2019 she was awarded the “CASA Change Makers Award”.

As a Commissioner-at-Large, in 2024 she organized the first Human Services Summit held in
Atlantic City. She has maintained strong connections with local municipalities, residents, the
business community and nonprofit organizations. Commissioner Byrnes has been a strong
advocate for those who have served our nation, working closely with veteran’s organizations to
ensure access to services and support. She has championed senior citizen programs and
community events aimed at protecting seniors from fraud and isolation. Byrnes supports
initiatives that advance women’s health and wellbeing, recognizing the critical role women play in
the strength of Atlantic County families. Focused on economic stability, she has backed efforts to
encourage job growth and workforce development.

In Linwood, Byrnes chaired Neighborhood Services and was a member of the Public Works and
Finance Committees. In addition, she served as the liaison to the Linwood Library, the Linwood
Public Schools, the Recreation Board and the Environmental Commission which has earned the
honor of reaching the State of NJ Sustainable Jersey Bronze Certification. She had much success
with starting the Veteran’s Advisory Board and Senior Citizen Advisory Board planning several
community outreach programs encouraging residents to stay active, informed and socially
engaged. In January 2024 she was appointed to the Linwood Library Board of Trustees.

She spent her first two years of college working and attending Atlantic Community College (now
ACCC) then graduated from Glassboro State College (now Rowan University). Upon graduation,
June started her career in Advertising and Public Relations in the casino industry, and then The
Press of Atlantic City, before taking a break to run her household. Returning to the workforce, she
earned her Real Estate License and currently holds it in the referral status.

June will continue her work countywide in helping to make a difference in people’s lives and
making Atlantic County the best place to live, work and visit. Married to Jim Byrnes, they are the
proud parents to Jessica (Alex), Julia (Jack) and Jackson...and grandparents to AJ.
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RICHARD R. DASE
Term Expires 2028

COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 4
Brigantine, Egg Harbor Township Districts 10, 14,
15 and 16, Galloway Township and Port Republic

AD HOC COMMITTEES

Chairperson

County Code Review

Member

Education and Schools, Parks and Environment,
Pinelands Review, Roads, Bridges and Dams

ADVISORY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS
Parks and Environment Advisory Board

BIOGRAPHY

Rich Dase has dedicated a great deal of his life to public service. As a
former member of the staff of U.S. Congressman Frank LoBiondo, he
worked toward resolving constituent concerns and problems. He is
currently a seventh grade Social Studies teacher at the Galloway
Township Middle School where he advises several activities. Prior to
his career in education, Rich worked as an advertising copywriter for
three Atlantic City casinos and as a freelance advertising copywriter.
Dase has volunteered his time with the Galloway Township Elks Lodge
and has served as a coach with the Police Athletic League and
Galloway Township Athletic Association. In 2005, Rich was elected to
Galloway Township Council with the highest vote total. He is also a
past member of the Galloway Township Planning Board. Rich was
first elected District Four Freeholder in November 2007. Rich has been
a resident of Galloway Township his entire life and currently lives there
with his wife Andrea and children Nicholas, Ayden and Kylie.
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COLLINS DAYS, SR.
Term Expires 2028

COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 1
Atlantic City, Egg Harbor Township District 13,
Longport, Margate and Ventnor

AD HOC COMMITTEES

Member

Budget and Finance, Employment Compliance

and Benefits, Facilities, Homeless, Human Services,
Public Safety

ADVISORY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS

Cultural and Heritage Advisory Board, Human Services Advisory Council,
Local Advisory Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, Youth Services
Commission

BIOGRAPHY

Reverend Collins A. Days, Sr. has exemplified a lifelong commitment to ministry,
public service and community leadership. With almost five decades of pastoral
experience, he has faithfully shepherded one of Atlantic County’s largest congregations
as Senior Pastor of Second Baptist Church of Atlantic City since 1994, profoundly
impacting Atlantic City and its surrounding communities.

Reverend Days’ leadership extends locally, nationally and globally. He has preached in
more than 30 countries and has served as past President of the Fellowship of Churches
of Atlantic City and Vicinity.

A committed civic leader, Reverend Days serves as the Atlantic County Commissioner
for the First District, bringing a values-driven, community-centered perspective to
county governance. He is also President of Turning Point Community Development
Corporation, where he has led transformative initiatives focused on youth
empowerment, housing stability and essential social services, including the
establishment of the Turning Point Day Center for the Homeless.

Reverend Days has served on the boards of several respected organizations, including
the John Brooks Recovery Center and the Atlantic City Long-Term Recovery Group.
He currently serves as a board member of Mosaic, contributing to collaborative efforts
that advance community health, equity and inclusion.

In recognition of his steadfast leadership and service, Reverend Days was appointed to
the Board of Trustees of Stockton University in 2020. His dedication to faith, justice
and community uplift has earned him numerous honors, including the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Award and the Stockton University Council of Black Faculty and Staff
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Internationally, he serves as president of United Brethren in Action (UBIA)
International, where he has helped build strategic partnerships that support missions,
education and community development, particularly throughout Southern and Eastern
Africa. He also serves on the boards of Hope for Liberia and the Healthy Church
Commission of the World Baptist Alliance.
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MAUREEN KERN
Term Expires 2027

COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 2
Absecon, Egg Harbor Township District 1, Linwood,
Northfield, Pleasantville and Somers Point

AD HOC COMMITTEES

Chairperson

Employment Compliance and Benefits, Facilities,
Tourism/Economic Development

Member Budget and Finance, Education and
Schools, Homeless, Jail, Public Safety, Veterans
Affairs

ADVISORY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS

Atlantic Cape Community College Board of School Estimates, Atlantic County
Institute of Technology and Special Services School District Board of School
Estimates, Disability Advisory Board, Mental Health Advisory Board, New Jersey
Association of Counties (First Alternate), Public Health Emergency Preparedness
Task Force, South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (Alternate)

BIOGRAPHY

Maureen Kern, a lifelong resident of Somers Point, was elected District Two Commissioner
in November 2015. She holds the distinction of being elected in 2018 as the first woman to
hold the position of Commissioner Vice Chair in Atlantic County’s 182-year history. A
powerful voice for women’s issues, Maureen is an advocate for those who suffer with mental
health issues, addiction and the disabled. She has served as Chair of the Atlantic County
Commissioner Board from 2020-2022 and again in 2024. Maureen has been dedicated to
community service throughout her life following in the footsteps of her late father Lawrence
“Bud” Kern’s legacy of commitment and betterment of the community. His outstanding
example of volunteerism coupled with a strong work ethic resulted in the formation of the
Somers Point Good Old Days Festival held annually in his memory. Maureen is a member
and past co-chair of the Good Old Days Committee who awards scholarships to Somers
Point youth that demonstrate prideful commitment to community involvement and the spirit
of volunteerism. Maureen volunteered for many years on the Foundation for Education,
raising awareness for the schools. She served on the Somers Point Recreation Commission
from 2001 to 2008 and was elected to the Somers Point Board of Education from 2002 to
2009. Maureen launched her public service career in 2009 when elected to the Somers Point
City Council and served as Council President from 2012 to 2015. Maureen, the only female
on Council during her tenure, was an integral part of establishing the City’s vision and
master plan. She formed a strong economic development team and initiatives to promote
Somers Point as a destination location at no additional cost to the taxpayers. Maureen
graduated from ACCC with an AA degree and then from Montclair State University with a
Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration. She started her professional career in tourism
at Caesar’s Atlantic City and has been involved in promoting “Atlantic City,” with focus on
marketing conventions and corporate meetings since 1979. She currently holds the position of
National Sales Manager at Tropicana Casino and Resort and is a member of Meeting Professionals
International. A strong advocate for Economic Development in Atlantic County, Maureen’s
education and experience is an asset to the Commissioner’s Tourism/Economic Development
Committee. Married to Jay Phillips, they are the proud parents of three sons Buddy, David and
Bryan and loving grandparents to Sienna, Bodie and Layton.

17 |Page



MICHAEL J. RUFFU
Term Expires 2027

COMMISSIONER-AT-LARGE
AD HOC COMMITTEES

Chairperson

Public Safety

Member

Al/Technology, Employment Compliance and
Benefits, Facilities, Homeless, Parks and Environment,
Pinelands Review, Tourism/Economic Development,
Veterans Affairs

ADVISORY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS

Criminal Justice Advisory Board, Fire Training Advisory Board, Police
Training Advisory Board

BIOGRAPHY

Michael J. Ruffu is a practicing attorney with extensive experience in
both public and private sectors. Mr. Ruffu began his legal career at the
Atlantic County Prosecutor’s Office. He currently provides labor
counsel to multiple municipalities, as well as serving as municipal
prosecutor in several jurisdictions. He is a dedicated member of the
Atlantic County Republican Party and is the Margate Municipal Leader.

Mr. Ruffu has a strong family history of public service in Atlantic
County. His Great-Grandfather, Anthony M. Ruffu, served as Mayor of
Atlantic City during the 1920’s. His Great-Uncle, Anthony Siracusa,
was Atlantic County Solicitor, and eventually became the first Italian-
American Speaker of the New Jersey General Assembly at age 33. Mr.
Ruffu’s cousin, James “Sonny” McCullough, served as State Senator
and Egg Harbor Township Mayor. Another cousin, Carol Ruffu, was a
prominent figure in Atlantic City politics.

Mr. Ruffu began his political career working on numerous local
campaigns. He then created and chaired the Downbeach Coalition,
which supports grassroots efforts to elect candidates to better serve the
communities of Ventnor, Margate and Longport.

Mr. Ruffu is dedicated to continuing his family’s tradition of service to

the citizens of Atlantic County by serving as Commissioner-at-Large.
He currently lives in Margate.
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ARTHUR SCHENKER
Term Expires 2028

COMMISSIONER-AT-LARGE

AD HOC COMMITTEES
Member

Al/Technology, Facilities, Public Safety,
Roads, Bridges and Dams, Shared Services

ADVISORY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS
Central Municipal Court of Atlantic County
Governance Committee,

Emergency Management Advisory Board

BIOGRAPHY

Art Schenker is a lifelong South Jersey resident with a career rooted in
public service, workforce leadership, and community involvement.

Born in Pleasantville, raised in Linwood and a graduate of Mainland
Regional High School, Art built his professional life in the skilled trades
and construction management, where he developed extensive experience
overseeing large-scale projects, managing budgets, negotiating contracts,
and leading teams. His work in organized labor and workforce
development has also included leadership roles representing working
families across Atlantic and Cape May counties, along with service as a
trustee responsible for healthcare and pension fund oversight.

In addition to his professional career, Art has served his community in
local government, including multiple years on the Hamilton Township
Committee and as Mayor. During his time in municipal leadership, he
focused on responsible budgeting, long-term planning, and maintaining
essential services while protecting taxpayers. His experience at the local
level provided firsthand insight into the operational and financial
challenges facing municipalities and the importance of strong county
partnerships.

Art and his wife, Sharon, have lived in Hamilton Township for nearly 20
years, where they proudly raised their three children through the local
public schools and remain deeply involved in the community. Family has
always been the foundation of his life and public service, and his
commitment to building safe neighborhoods, strong schools, and
opportunities for the next generation continues to guide his work on behalf
of Atlantic County residents

19| Page



